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Should I opt
for atechficd
*plomaor gq
for amastertP
0 I PERFORMED baW in my
GCE O Leuels L4 years ogo and
tlwn dropped outfrom tlw Insti-
tute of Technical Education
(IfD. Bttt oaer the past 10
Aears, I hnae pu,t i,n much elfort
and wi,II be graduating with a
bachelor of sci,ence degree in
business at tlw end of this Aear.
I will be 37.

. I lmue funnti,oned in aarious
capacities i,n the business
usorld, o'uer the past decade, so I
hnue no diffim,lty cantmuni,cat-
ing at differmt Leuel,s in an or-
ganisation. Tha major flaw in
mU career prcfile as I mter rnu
forrthdecade is alnnkof techni-
cal skills.

As I begin lnoking for jobs, /
arn di,sheartsned to find that
thp haa,rt of any business li,es in
its core cornpetmcy, whe[her
thnt is plmnnaneu,tinals or engi,-
nnering. This rneans tltfrt with-
out anu sXteeialised knowledge
of tltnse core carnpetennies, I of-
tan,find myself a,pplying for tlw
"gmeral','salp,s or Werations po-
siti,ons, whi,ch do not require a
banhel,w's, rather tlmn for posi-
t;i,ons on, the pu,rctrusing armrln-
ufanfu,ring s'idp.

This bri,ngs rne to another
crossroad. While I am keen to
pursue o dipl,omn in mgineer-
ing (Jrom PSB Acadency), tlds
will tnke anotlwr tlwee years to
camplntc.

I ant, ako imnctng of d,oing a
mnster's in business, but I am
afrai,d that at the end of the
course, I would hfrue absorbed a
Tnou,ntain of bttsiness connepts
but utould still lack technical
skills.

In add,ition, nge is catching
up with me and I usant to build
up a eareet' thot tt'ill allrtu' iit €
to col'tv rtUt -sfna tegic tT,lr-;

Essentially, rnu question is:
Qium rnA Q9e, slwuld I pick up
a techni,cal skill (electrical or
mechnninal mgineering), or go
for a, Tnaster's?

A YOU say that over the past 10
yea^rs, you have functioned in
various capacities in the busi-
ness world. Have you asked
yourself where your passion lies
and what it is that you would re
ally like to do?

I suggest that you assess your
strengths and weaknesses.
Once you have identified your in-
terests and equipped yourself
with your bachelor's, which you
will obtain by the end of this
y€il, you can then wholeheart-
edly pursue these interests.

You also mention that posi-
tions in purchasing and manu-
facturing have passed you by,
but have you stayed long
enough in an industry to gain
the technical lmowledge and ex-
perience you would need for
such positions? To pick up spe-
cialised skills in a particular ar-
eA you might need to give your-
self enough time on the job to
achieve a certain level of compe
tency.

As to whether you should pu.r-
sue a master's in busrness. I
wonld encourage it. Having the
degree would beneficial to 1'our
caxeer, especially if there are op
portunities for internal promo-
tions. Your chances would be en-
hanced with the master's.
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