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How can I plan for
my future with a
hearing problemP
Q I AM a hearing-inlpaired, studetl,t
and I am about to fini,sh mA A leu-
eLs. I am. not quite sure about mU
prospecta of e/ttering the Si,ngapore
Managenent Unintersitg or anoth,sr
presti,gious uniaersi,tA and, I rcallg
wi,sk to take a busi,ness nxanage-
ment course ds belieae it uill, aUow
me tn beconle rbh.

I am koping to afi,Lieue mA ideal,
wedltk in the shortest possible tinxe.

Ajter rca.d,ing quite a runnber oJ
arti,cles from nelDspapers, books
and. uebsi,tes on financi,al issues
and, becoming rich, I realised, thnt I
still lack the knololed,ge and, capitu,l
to etnbark on d quest for loealtk.

And, most impo?tdntlq, witll nxu
hearing problqn, mA Jutl 'e seems a
Iittk uncertain. For insta,nce, I ma,U
not beconle a stnckbroker, as stock-
brokers need. good, h.earing.

Moreouer, I anx efienq)ted, Jrom
National Senice and, uos bA mt I
mi,ght get a lnuer sakrry, especialw
in goaerwment jobs, csmpared, ,tDith
those whn hnd been i,n th,e seruirc.

I need some guidance on hou I
can pkln for mA future-
A YOU rea.lly do plan way ahead for
your fuhlle! It would be good to first
do an analysis to get to know your-
self better and assess what your
shengths and wealmesses a.re.

You could go for a pe$onality pro-
file or simply reflect on what is it
you axe good at and eioy doing.

Your main goal seems to be figur-
ing out the most dtect route to take
so that you can accumulate the
wealth you desire. For the record,
taking a business management
course or having a business degree
alone will not necessarily make you
rich. Your paper qualification will
help you get youl foot in the door

but ultimately, youl long-term suc-
cess in llfe, including on the career
front, will depend very much on the
attitude you choose to face life with.

For instance, if you believe that
having a hearing problem is an obsta-
cle, then it will be. However, if you
see it merely as a setback, then you
axe likely to overcome any problems
or challenges that life might ttuow at
you in the yeaxs to come.

A hearhg problenl just like other
obstacles, setbacks and failues, is
simply paxt and paxcel of life. You
camot avoid such problems but you
don't haYe to allow them to over-
whelm you and negatively affect the
course of your life.

The best thing you cah do is to
meet these challenges with a sotu-
tion-oriented mindset. To crttivate a
healthy attitude that will help you
achieve your desires, I would recom-
mend you read the best-selling book
The 7 Habits Of Highly Effective Peo-
ple by Stephen Covey.

I would like to share with you a
quote from King Solomon of ancient
Israel: "Let instruction and lorowl-
edge mean more to you than silver
or the finest gold. Wisdom is worth
much more than precious jewels or
arlthing else you desire."

My a.dvice is to plan your ca.reer
and choose a path that will improve,
develop and reward you personally
rather thar base your choices on
how they will enhance your financial
watus.
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